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The Nobel Prize was established in 1901 using a bequest from Alfred Nobel and is probably the most highly regarded international award. Nobel prizes are currently awarded annually in several categories, including Physiology or Medicine, and winners are termed Nobel Laureates. 1 The Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine is awarded for "discovery of major importance in life science or medicine. Discoveries that have changed the scientific paradigm and are of great benefit for mankind are awarded the prize, whereas life time achievements or scientific leadership cannot be considered for the Nobel Prize". 1 While many medical researchers have been recognised with the Nobel prize for Physiology or Medicine, many famous medical researchers over the years did not win a Nobel Prize. Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize brings together chapters describing discoveries which have had a major impact on medical science and the practice of medicine, but where the medical scientists involved did not win a Nobel Prize. Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize appears to be a companion volume to another title published by the same author, Nobel Prizes that Changed Medicine. The searchable archives of the Nobel Prize organisation include information released after 50 years concerning nominators. 3 It is interesting that only one of the persons described in Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize was listed as the nominator for someone else who did go on to win a Nobel Prize up to the embargo period at least. Following a search of the Nomination Database for the Nobel Prize, only Albert Sabin acted as a Nominator and this was for the second of four nominations of Max Theiler, who did go on to win the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine in 1951. 3 Otherwise the essays contained in this book describe some remarkable people and some extraordinary discoveries that were never recognised with a Nobel Prize. In many cases, the names of these people live on in major research institutes around the world, for example the Sabin Vaccine Institute in the USA, which was founded in honour of Albert Sabin (Ch. 5) in 1993. 4 It is curious that Austin Bradford Hill was not formally included in the biography related to Doll's discovery (Ch. 4) of the link between smoking and lung cancer, 5 but Hill was mentioned in the Chapter. It is significant that the discoveries described in Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize are still having considerable impact today. Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize is the first compilation of essays on medical scientists and physicians, who, despite significant contributions to medicine and medical science, did not win a Nobel Prize. The concise style and interesting selection of subjects help to make the book easy to read. It will broadly appeal to all health professionals and medical scientists with an interest in some of the major discoveries that have shaped medicine and medical science, as well as medical historians. It is likely that this book is a one off edition, unless it is revised, reprinted or expanded in the future, so those wanting it for their medical history library in its current form are strongly encouraged to purchase a copy of Pioneers of Medicine without a Nobel Prize.
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